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INTRODUCTION
The Church is a community of blessed people.  Such people know where their blessings come from -- they come from the hand of God.  Blessed people also know that the blessings of God are given for purposes of life, ministry and mission.  We, the blessed people of God, can pray like David: “Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand” (1 Chronicles 29:14).  We must not only know that we are blessed; we must also understand why we have been blessed. 

I. IDENTIFYING GOD’S BLESSINGS 
Yes, the God of creation and redemption has provided us with amazing blessings.  Sometimes we take His blessings for granted. Don’t we?  Perhaps we would serve the Lord better if we were to take some time and identify the blessings we have.  So, let us do that. 

One of the greatest blessings of God is human life.  Life is the property of God and is forever connected to God.  He is the abundant Life-giver who shares life with us.  We do not own life; if we did, we could choose to live forever without experiencing death.  

The life God extends to us humans is much more precious than the life extended to animals.  We were created in the image of God.  We are the only creatures to whom He speaks directly (Genesis 1:26-30).  Direct communication by God to us a great blessing. 

Furthermore, human life -- composed of body, mind, spirituality, time (including Sabbath time), talents, abilities, influence, speech, etc. -- was designed to be a blessing to us and to bring glory to God.  We were created by Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16).  We therefore do not simply live for ourselves, we live ultimately to please our God. 

The greatest blessing God gave to us is salvation through Jesus Christ (John 3:16, 17).  Is there anybody here who has experienced God’s salvation and therefore knows what I am talking about?  Though sin shattered our lives and brought death, Jesus our Savior has restored our relationship with God and has guaranteed that we can “have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).  

The abundant life that we have in Christ Jesus assures us that in spite of the interruption that death causes, we have eternal life, here and now!  Jesus said in John 5:24: "Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and . . . has crossed over from death to life” (NIV).  That’s the “good news” that Jesus came to declare! 

We are blessed with the gift of life and the gift of salvation.  The third arena in which we are blessed is the arena of every-day necessities.  God did not simply create us and give us limited “life energy” to last so many years and then leave us to expire.  He did not wind us up like some mechanical toy and then left us on our own. No! Our God supplies “all we need” (Philippians 4:19); He gives us our daily bread ( Luke 11:3); and He prospers us (3 John 2).  

The food we eat, the water we drink, the air we breathe, the clothes we wear, the houses we occupy, the money we possess, the successes we experience are evidences that we are constantly being blessed by God with every-day necessities. Truly, “in Him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28).   

God is so good to us that He does more than provide for our daily necessities; He also deposits to our care His resources for the advancement of His purposes.  (That’s the fourth arena of His blessings.)  He gives us the responsibility of acting in His behalf.  We are His trusted agents.  Testimony for the Church Volume 9, page 246 expresses it this way: “The position of a steward is one of dignity because His master trusts him.” God trusts us!  And you thought that we were nobody!  You are somebody special -- you are God’s representative to do what He would do if He were presiding over His goods.  Joseph in the Kingdom Pharaoh exercised similar authority (Genesis 41:40).
 
We dare not attribute to “good luck,” or to cleverness, or to the devil, the blessings of God that we constantly experience.  We must give God glory and service.  

God is good!  The passage of our Scripture Reading encourages us to “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8).  It means to take notice of His goodness and to take comfort in it.  He truly blesses all who trust in Him.  He provides sufficient grace to sustain our spiritual life in this world and He gives blessings to meet every-day necessities and to advance His purposes.  All these blessings come from the hand of God. 

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE BLESSINGS
Let us now turn our attention to the purposes of the blessings of God.  Why did God bless us with life, salvation, the necessities for every-day living and the resources to advance His purposes?  Those blessings were not given to us to own, they were given to us to manage.  We are therefore stewards.  A steward is one who manages the property or business affairs of another; he holds in trust what belongs to someone else.  In the Bible, such management is called Stewardship.  

We are stewards with stewardship responsibilities in the management of God’s affairs.  God is the Owner and we are stewards with stewardship obligations to perform. 

When an owner places something of value in the hands of his agents or stewards, he wants His property used for the benefit his enterprise.  For Christians, the true object of life is God’s mission.  Why did God make us and redeemed us? The answer is: For His glory (Isaiah 43:7).  The apostle Paul discovered his purpose, and ours.  Let’s read what he wrote in 1 Corinthians 4:1-2: 

Most of us may be familiar with the parable told by Jesus in Matthew 24:14-29 about the wealthy man who gave to three of his servants their respective stewardship responsibility over his property.  To one he gave three talents, to another two talents, and to the other one talent.  He gave each one what he had the ability to manage.  The Holy Spirit gives to each us gifts or blessings of God corresponding to what He knows we can manage. 

In the parable, each one received a minimum of one talent.  None of us is without a talent.  We all have received at least one spiritual gift.  We do not all possess the same gifts.  God gives us according to our abilities.  What matters most is not how many gifts we have but what we do with what we have.  And in all we do, God ought to find us trustworthy.  

Whether we have much or a little, we are blessed.  Whether we look extravagant or humble, we are blessed.  Christians are blessed people.  Start acting like you are blessed.  Sometimes, some of us are tempted to judge the extent to which one has been blessed by looking at the clothes they wear.  That’s a terrible mistake.  Did you hear the story of how Stanford University in California, USA got started? Listen to the story:  
A lady in a faded dress and her husband dressed in a homemade suit, stepped off a train in Boston and walked timidly into the office of the President of Harvard University, without an appointment.  The office secretary assumed that such ordinary dressed people had no business at Harvard University and probably didn't even deserve to be on the campus.  She frowned at them.  In a soft voice the man said to her: “We want to see the president.”  The secretary impolitely replied: “He is busy and will be busy all day.”  The man responded: “We will wait.” 

For hours the secretary ignored them, hoping that the couple would finally become discouraged and go away.  They didn't.  And the secretary grew frustrated and finally decided to disturb the president and said to him: “Maybe if they just see you for a few minutes, they'll leave.”  The President sighed and nodded to let them in. 

Then, the President walked toward the couple with a stern face.  The lady said to him: “We had a son that attended Harvard University for one year.  He loved this university.  He was happy here, but about a year ago he was accidentally killed.  So, my husband and I would like to erect a memorial to him, somewhere on the campus.” The president was not impressed.

“Madam,” he said impatiently, “We can't put up a statue for every person who attended Harvard and died.  If we did, this place would look like a cemetery.”  

“Oh, no,” the lady explained quickly, “we don't want to erect a statue; we would like to give a building to Harvard University.” 

The president rolled his eyes.  He glanced at the ordinary clothes worn by the couple, then exclaimed: “A building!  Do you have any idea how much a building costs? We have over seven and a half million dollars in buildings on this campus.  

For a moment the lady was silent.   Then she turned to her husband and said quietly: “Is that all it costs to start a University? Why don't we just start our own university?” Her husband nodded in agreement.  The President looked confused and bewildered. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Stanford walked away, traveled to California where they established the University that bears the name of their son: Stanford University.  They later said: “The children of California shall be our children to educate.”  They committed themselves to helping others. 

The material blessings we receive from God are given to help our families and to support the mission Christ gave His Church.  The Bible makes it clear that “anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8).  Providing for the needs (not the greed) of our families is a part of our stewardship responsibility.  But there is more.

The gospel of Jesus Christ requires our commitment to sharing the good news with the world.  We are stewards of the gospel of grace (1 Peter 4:10).  We must share it by the way we live and by giving resources to fulfil the purposes of God.  The blessings of God were not given for us to simply enjoy; God has given us divine purpose for which to live.  Listen to these inspired words:
“In commissioning His disciples to go “into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature,” Christ assigned to men the work of extending the knowledge of His grace.  But while some go forth to preach, He calls upon others to answer His claims upon them for offerings with which to support His cause in the earth.  He has placed means in the hands of men that His divine gifts may flow through human channels in doing the work appointed us in saving our fellowmen” (Testimonies for the Church, Volume 9, page 255).

The next quotation makes the message very practical:
“The Lord does not propose to come to this world and lay down gold and silver for the advancement of His work.  He supplies men with resources that by their gifts and offerings they may keep His work advancing” (Counsels on Stewardship, page 36).

God has given to us the system of tithes and offerings to enable us to put money or material possession in its right place and give God His proper place.  The tithe is 10 percent of our increase; our offerings may be equal to the tithe, less than the tithe, or greater than the tithe.  Our returning to God must reveals the extent to which God has blessed us. 

III. A BLESSED PARTNERSHIP
So far, we have identified some of God’s blessings, noted the purposes of the blessings, and now we will conclude with a focus on a blessed partnership.  God is counting on you and me to partnership with Him for the accomplishment of His mission on earth.  He trusts us; but do we trust Him?  Do you believe that the God who supplied you with resources can replenish and increase your coffers after you have done His will? Let us read three Bible promises:
· Proverbs 11: 25;  •  Ecclesiastes 12:1;  •  Psalms 34:7-10

We return God’s portion in tithes, offerings, gifts, time, service and devotion because we acknowledge that He give us all things.  Our motive is to acknowledge His Lordship over our lives and to be obedient to Him.  Because He is Lord we worship Him.  As an act of worship, we return a portion of our lives to Him.  
  
The cross of Jesus begs us to give to the mission of God.  Jesus gave His all for God’s mission to save us.  We are called to give to the work of sharing the good news of salvation and to building up the cause of God.  A real test of our salvation can be seen in the extent to which we give ourselves to the Lord in service and sacrifice.   

We have been told that “we should never forget that God has placed us on trial in this world to determine our fitness for the future life (Selected Messages, Book 2, page 134).  Do you  want to pass the test, or do you want to fail it? 

CONCLUSION
God’s desire is that we be good Christian Stewards, not because we want to be saved but because we are already saved.  God has already done great things for us -- giving us life, salvation, the necessities for every-day living and everything else.  Our response will show our love, gratitude and faithfulness; or lack of the same.  But if we are faithful, Christ will one day say to us: “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master's happiness!” (Matthew 25:23).  Wow!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer: Lord Jesus, bless your people again and again! Teach us to trust you in all things so that we may experience your goodness.  Make us faithful, then keep us faithful until we see you face to face. Amen. 



